Coon Creek Community Watershed Council (CCCWC)

General Meeting Agenda

Al Seelow’s Farm, Chaseburg, WI 54621

Wednesday, July 6, 2022, 7:00 p.m.

1. Call to Order
a. Meeting called to order by Nancy Wedwick at 7:02 pm.
2. Introductions

3. Secretary's Report
a. Maggie Traastad reported no changes noted.  Requested attendees to respond via email if updates are needed for minutes.
4. Treasurer’s Report
a. Deb Andre reported a checking account has been set up with River Bank for CCCWC.  
5. Marc’s Fascinating Flashbacks 
a. Marc provided us with a flashback of the quote from Ernest Haugen's response as a schoolboy when asked "What do farmers do?"  He replied, "We make running water walk."
6. Updates

a. Recap of recent events/conferences
i. No recent events reported
b. Upcoming events/conferences
i. Nancy Wedwick offered up information for the following upcoming opportunities:
1. Joint watershed meeting of Bad Axe/Tainter Creek/CCCWC will be scheduled for September.
2. August 16th joint watershed meeting of Finance & Events subcommittees for grant funding discussions/idea share
3. Watershed Leadership classes – Aug. 9, 11 & 17.  Likely at WTC in Viroqua.  More information will follow.
i. Jim discussed upcoming pasture walk at his farm on Aug. 3rd.  He will focus on managed grazing for benefiting a watershed & managed grazing for benefiting a farmer.
c. Committee Updates

i. Planning and Finance
1. Maggie Traastad reported that the received IRS approval, as a non-profit corporation.  
ii. Cover Crops
1. Kevin Traastad reported that have signups for the cover crop encouraged anyone who wants to receive funds for cover crops to sign up as soon as possible.  
iii. Promotions and Outreach 
1. Geoff Lenser and Ashley Olson updated on the following:

a. Logo: there were some communication issues with the individual they were working with but have contacted someone else.  Hope to have something soon

b. Facebook page and Instagram are both set up.  Will start to post meeting information on Facebook

c.  Upcoming events:

i. August 3rd meeting – Jim Munsch’s pasture

ii. September 7th – to be announced – looking at a meeting/party in the park to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the CCCWC.  Committee is looking for any ideas.

iii. October 5th meeting – Tucker Gretebeck’s farm.  Still in planning stage

iv. September 13th – Pasture walk at Ron Leum’s farm during the day  

d. Partnerships and Collaborations
i. Norskedalen:  Meeting set up for Thursday, July 14th at 3:00pm to discuss next steps/wish list
7. New Business
a. Moving forward with Greener Pastures on oral stories and asking them to do a social science-based study for the Coon Creek Watershed on attitudes, beliefs, behaviors about conservation practices in this watershed.  Putting together a timeline.  Would like to start with elderly members of the watershed on there memories of the CCC.  

b. In conjunction with Grasslands 2.0, discussing hosting a mini science conference to learn about present studies in the watershed and involving local high school students.  More to follow as discussions occur.

c. Thriving Earth Exchange project and being the site for a demonstration project for water infiltration.  Monique Hassman updated the group that her and Ben Wojahn met with 3 scientists over the last week.  Very good possibilities for opportunities for the CCCWC to work with them.  They are looking for: 1. Strategic Plan, 2. Guidebook, & 3. Modeling (demo project/educational).  Ben and Monique will continue to keep us updated on the progress.
d. Areas of interest survey for events/demonstrations

i. Nancy Wedwick discussed the Flood Mitigation Meeting.  There is an opportunity for us to do a survey to get information on thoughts/concerns of residents in the watershed
ii. Maggie Traastad would like to send a survey out to the group on the meeting structure of the CCCWC.  Do we like what we are doing now, or is there opportunity of other structures for meetings?  Also, would like to ask the group for there input on events they want to see/learn about.  Look for a survey via email in the next few weeks.  Will report back results at next meeting.

iii. Board meeting – anyone for the membership is invited to the board meetings.  They are not closed to membership.  Working on structure for those meetings also.  

8. Next Meeting date and location
a. Aug 3rd meeting at Jim Munsch’s farm with managed grazing
9. Adjourn

