


The Coon Creek Watershed is a 90,000 acre area which spans Vernon, Monroe, and La Crosse counties in
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Coon Creek Community Watershed Council

LEARNING TO MAKE
RUNNING WATER WALK

The CCCWC draws inspiration from the myriad
conservation traditions that span cultures and
generations in the place presently known as the
Coon Creek Watershed. Soil conservation efforts
made by the Haugen family are an important part of
this legacy. As some of the earliest adopters of the
novel farming techniques developed in Coon Valley
during the national soil conservation movement
centered here in the 1930s, thélaugensadvanced
and refined practices like terracing and contour
farming’ that remain critical to reducing soil
erosion and flooding in the Coon Creek Watershed.

Ernest Haugen was a child in the 1930s, when his
family first began experimenting with soil
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teacher asked him about their projects, Ernest
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Nearly 90 years later, Coon Creek Watershed grazer
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very first meeting, and it continues to guide our
a¥oreéein g
make running water walk; and alsq learning to
walk with water is ongoing.

From the dam decommissionings poised to alter our
hydrology at a basin scale, to the climatic shifts
upending ways of life worldwide, this moment feels
precarious for many reasons. But the Coon Creek
Watershed has faced challenges before. Ernest
Haugen grew up at a time when soil erosion from
intensive agriculture was so severe, cows
disappeared into gullies, and rivers, as ondime
Coon Creekbased conservationist Aldo Leopold
aéYodlls areéer "~ a¥i £ACOA

Today, Coon Creek residents point to the vision and
audacity of the Haugensand their watershed
neighbors who stared up at their eroding hillsides
and came together to address the problem, and to
the beautiful testament to the power of coordinated,
basin-scale approaches to conservation their work
continues to offer.
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CCCWC board members, as well as representatives from the
lowa Flood Center, the Vernon County Land and Water
Conservation Department, The River Alliance of Wisconsin, the
lowa Flood Center, Wisconsin Wetlands Alliance, the University
of lowa, and Northeastern lowa Resource Conservation and
Development pause during a tour of the Coon Creek Watershed
to visit the historical marker in Coon Valley commemorating
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mem ersreminded me that
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project that transformed the
Coon Creek Watershed in the
1930s.
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first four years® including awarding over $50,000

for conservation practices across more than 1,000
acres, and welcoming 125 members| remain

absolutely amazedand humbled by the scale and
success of the project Coon Creek residents were able
to carry out in the 1930s
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possible by a $5 million federal investment in soil
health’ equivalent to roughly $125 million in 2025.
That funding not only supported on-the-ground
conservation projects, but also research and
education on everything from crop rotations to farm
profitability. But beyond that unprecedented
investment, the project worked because of the
courage and vision of the Coon Creek community. ,
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But beyond that unprecedented investment, the project
worked because of the courage and vision of the Coon Creek
community .

Early on in my time with the CCCWC, | asked our president
Nancy Wedwick why she thought so many Coon Creek
residents eventually participated in the SCS project. Thinking
about her own family who lived in Coon Creek during the
1930s, Nancy told me she had a feeling people were open to
taking action for the health of the watershed because so many
of them were, quite literally, related.

She explained how sediment from one side of her family
would erode from the ridgetops and smother fields in the
valley where the other side of her family farmed. The care and
obligation intrinsic to those close relationships made inaction
unfathomable.

These days, our relationships with each other across the
watershed may be a little less direct and a little less tangible.
They are also more important than ever.

In the last four years, CCCWC members have taken action to
adopt and demonstrate flood resilient land management
practices on their own farms, and to share conservation
értivY+eé+xt1 aCoOLE @ CAE Yéiy nkEe
also launched an awareness of watershedsas interconnected
physical systems, as complex social networks, as

communities® into broader public consciousness.
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reconnecting and building the relationships that sit at heart of
watershed conservation. Thank youor being part of this

historic movement.

* Sydney Widell

Our thanks & acknowledgements

Our members and volunteers

Our members and volunteers are the heart of the Coon Creek Community Watershed Council. Volunteers
+61¥06lu O0ACT Aée¥iiéevYYodi YeA¥@CC¥o6CYQ® Aeyx o0& Cé u
the start, this has been a community led effort, involving all its facets® its landowners, producers, business
owners, and more, all dedicated to creating good lives in the Coon Creek Watershed.

Our volunteers haveopened uptheir homes to host meetings, generously shared their skills, knowledge, and
Cut ¥ils T06t¢gctpu +¢ O0Y ¢cO¥QP Y=+é AL @67l ¥@u 1Y x=+=
of inclusion drives the culture of this group. We are so grateful for the time, hard work, and heart our
volunteers have poured into this organization over the last years.




Coon Creek Watershed farmers and producers

n/AEL a¥o6tl el A u--the-drauddcongeivatiehidts. W¥ ae inspired by the way they put words
into action every day through practices that increase water infiltration, cultivate healthy soils, increase
biodiversity, and more.

In 2025, they shared their expertise on contour farming, pasturing steep hillsides, hazelnut cultivation, and
other conservation practices with each other and with attendees at our CCCWC meetings. We owe our
thanks to them for doing all that they can to make running water walk in the Coon Creek Watershed..

Our partners and sister councils

In 2025, we were grateful for the support and friendship of our federal, state, county, and nonprofit
partners, who have provided guidance to us on grant applications, helped us build relationships with a wide
range of farmers and other conservation leaders, and shared their time at CCCWC meetings.

We also wish to recognize our sister watershed councils in the Bad Axe, Tainter Creek, Little La Crosse, and
Rush Creek Watersheds, who inspire us with their different approaches to conservation and watershed
organizing. We are grateful to learn and grow with you, and for the continual reminder that we are all part

of and connected by larger watersheds.

This land and the people who have long cared for it:

The area we presently know as the Coon Creek Watershed spans the current and ancestral homelands of the
Ho- Chunk, Kickapoo, Santee Dakota, Sauk, and Meskwaki.

The rise of settler agriculture, which unfolded in concert with U.S. attempts to remove the people
indigenous to this region, initiated the cycles of flooding, erosion, and sedimentation that continue to play
out in the Coon Creek Watershed. Any work to address these ongoing ecological crises must begin by
confronting their roots in the ongoing dispossession of Indigenous lands, and by deferring to and learning
from the leadership of Indigenous Peoples.

Our own work is made possible, in part, by funding from the Ho Chunk Nation, granted to us by Vernon
County in 2021. Vernon County receives and reallocates revenue from the Ho Chunk Nation, in accordance
aCo/kE 60/AF AY , E+@D S¥0CY@ 1 A¥xCOA xYxc¥+0d aCo/k 06A
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CCCWC members learn about grazing along steep upland forest margins at the Moilien Farm, during the August 2025 meeting

About the Coon Creek Community Watershed Council

The Coon Creek Community soil conservation practice$
Watershed Council (CCCWC) is a Practices like contour farming,
nearly entirely volunteer-run, terracing, and adjusting land use
producer-led non- profit dedicated intensity to the slopes of the hills.
6Y +¥eéC@GA Aveée Y=+é a¥oreéeil A pu T
water. air. and communities. We Many of these practices continue

A

flood resilience and community
well-being more broadly.

Our approach to conservation is
idlgd by the lessons in
cooperation and experimentation

across the watershed, marking our watershed residents learned

were founded in 2021, and we are . _ RN
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iconic conservation landscapes. ~ commitment to conservation.
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90 years ago, the valley where we | :
got our start was the same place mcreasmgly_severe _floods and
Civilian Conservation Corps (ccc) droughts, this work is more
workers camped while they helped Urgentthan ever.
carry out the first watershed R L
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conservation project in the nation.
comes together around a shared

In the 1930s, Coon Creek residents INterestin learning to live well
facing overwhelming and with floods, as well as shared

intertwined soil erosion and hopes for good lives in a thriving

flooding crises collaborated with ~ ©00n Creek Watershed. Our

the CCC, as well as state, federal, ©rganization is increasing
and university partners, to awareness, adoption, and the

develop what are now widespread accessibility of land management
5 practices that increase

to be done, and that, as we face

OY @Aduring the 1930s.

The CCCWC believes that efforts

Y & But we kgoyégw%r%is moxe é{vgrk 6 1BSa(8 for our watershed

community are rooted in the
relationships linking people to
each other and to land and water,
from the ridgetops to the valleys,
and across generations.

x1 x° 1871 ACg¢
Our organization is committed to
building community around sound
land and water conservation
practices, supporting producers
and other landholders in
implementing those practices, and
cultivating awareness and wonder
for the complex ways water
connects us all.
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Our members

Our members are farmers, conservationists,
educators, writers, entrepreneurs, and manéed
by our love for the Coon Creek Watershed

and our pride in its conservation history. In 2025
the CCCWC was 125 members strong, and
membership growth was up 12 percent from 202

Becoming a CCCWC memberfree and easy.ou
may fill out a membership form on our website o
a CCCWC General Meeting.

Membership offers a voice in protecting and shay
the future of this historic and beautiful watershed

Our board

CCCWC Board members are elect®ad serve the
council on a voluntary basis. Our 2025 board
included the following:

NancyWedwick Ashley Olson
President Events Planning

TuckerGretebeck Tim Hundt
Vice President Public Relations

MoniqueHassman Matthew Canter
Secretary (Jahlov) Secretary (Nelec)

EricWeninger KevinTraastad
Treasurer Crop Specialist (Javiay)

MarcMoilien Zach King
Historian Conservation Liaison

Chelsey Myhr&oster EmjeMcCarty
Youth Programs Sustainability

We welcome boardpplications from anyone with &
vested interest in the Coon Creek Watershed. Vi

our website for more information about board MiSSION: "TO CONTINUE THE HIiSTORIC
SRS LEGACY OF CONSERVATION

Our FundingCCCWOC, Inc. is a 50{c)(3) non LEADERSHIiP THROUGH iMPROVING

profit. This means we operate azharitable AND RESTORING OUR SOIiL, WATER,
WERTFZ Qe RRRITENCRESY  AND AiR AS STEWARDS OF THE COON
or benefit private interests. Our work is made CREEK WATERSHED

possible through grants, donations, and partners 6
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(Left to right) Vernon
County Conservationist
David Hettenbach,
Trout Unlimited

Driftless Engagement
Coordinator Cameron
Aker, River Alliance of
Wisconsin Climate
Resilience Director
Ellen Voss, and
Wisconsin Wetlands
Associated Government
Outreach specialist Kyle
Magyeraour CCCWC
Vice President Tucker
Gr et e famnakpars
of an exchange with the
lowa Flood Center in
Sept. 2025

Our collaborators

We are thankful for direct and indirect support from the followin

Bad Axe Watershed Stewards A
A The Coon Valley Conservati c
Unl i mited A Habitat for Human
Al liance A The |l owa Flood Cen
Vernon County Conservation De
Conservancy A The Natural Re
River Alliance of Wisconsin &
Rush Creek Conservation Water
Farmelk ed Watershed Council A Tr
Restoration Effort A U.Sa Fis
CrosseMAdiU®»on A UW Extensi on
Val l ey Stewardship Network A
Tr ade, and Consumer Protectio N
Resources A Wisconsin Departn ald - _
Water A Wisconsin Wetlands As & Q} ) N N

Our programs are made possible throagientiadupport from _— : 7,
our friends in and around the Coon Creek Watersieduding: T -
Tomés Tents Triggers and Tack Vo N

and Mclintosh Memorial Libraires, Embark Maple Energy, [ " ‘ ! -
Fizzeologyroods and Gist Teas, Great American Pancake Co., r 4 -
Ha n s e n dHazelhe@tarms, Potato King, the Westby - -
FCCLA, Westby Rod and Gun Club, and to students and faculty
UW -Madison.

7



Coon Creek Community Watershed Council

We also wish to thank the following foi
their direct financial support in 2024

A Coulee Region Insurance Group
A Coulee Region Trout Unlimited
A Susan Elston and Friends

A Great American Pancake Co
A StanleyGretebeckand Friends
A Good Culture

A Nelson Agriculture

A Neutral

A Organic Valley

A Pasture Pride Cheese

A Sleepy Hollow Chevrolet

A Thrive Wellness

A wccu

A Westby Book Club

A Westby Sewing Circle

Financial Snapshot

In 2025, CCCWC received $151,000 in
grants from the WI Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

(DATCP), The Rural Climate Partnership 2025 Ke
(RCP), The Nature Conservancy, The y
Wisconsin Department of Natural Program

Resources, and the Wisconsin Department

of Tourism. Our grants were supported by Areas

mat ches from CCCWC&6s producers, °
partners, and volunteers, as well as $8,575 in

donations and sales throughout the year.

End of Year Summary*
Conservation Cost Share: $21,705

Total Grant Credits $125,000 A $10,205 (DATCP Producéded Watershed
. Protection Grant)
Grants Receivable $28,250 A $1,500 (Rural Climate Partnership)

A $10,000 (The Nature Conservancy Conservation

Total _ $8,575 Challenge Grant)
Dona}t'onS/ Sales Conservation Demonstrations, Education, &
Credits Outreach: $68,506
Net Credits $161,825 A $42,314 (Rural Climate Partnership)

A $11,192 (DATCP Producded Watershed
Total Expenses $115,340 Protection Grant)

A $15,000 (Joint Effort Marketing Grant)
B Watershed Planning: $3,753

A $602 (DATCP Produceled Watershed
* These statements have not yet been A Protection Grant)

reviewed by an accountant. A $3,151 (Rural Climate Partnership)

Closing Balance $94,470
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2025 Cost Share Report

The CCCWC offered cost share assistdace
cover cropping for the fourth year in a row, thanks

to support from the WI Department of
Agriculture, Trade

Produceded Watershed Protection program.
Enrollment in our programming grew by 3 farms

and more than 130 acres from 2024.

Total $9,705 $6,000 $8,450

funding
available

Number of 12 9
participants

Total acres 440 304.6

planted in
covers

Average 36.7 33.8

acres/
participant

235.25

29.4

Cultivating a hazelnut community and
a thriving local food system: CCCWC
cost share at work

In 2025, the CCCWC helped plant 1,291 trees
and hedges in Coon Creek; including 200 haz
seedlings at the Burke Farm N

The CCCWC also offered cost share assistance for
planting trees, hedges, prairie, and riparian buffers, 4z zelnuts have been a cornerstone of traditional foodways

through a $10,000 grant from The Nature
Conservancy, and $500 in support from-WI
DATCP. Our members used this funding for
everything from wildlife habitat enhancement to

specialty crop establishment.

$10,000

Total funding  $10,500
available

Number of 13
participants

Trees and 1291
Shrubs planted
Prairies & 7.39
Riparian

Plantings (acre)
9

12

1094

and ecology in the Driftless Area for countless generations.
Increasingly, farmers in the region are collaborating to bring
these plants onto their farms for their diverse ecological
benefits, and for their healthily and delicious nuts.

Charles and Mary Jo Burke, who have grown corn and hay
on their farm in Timber Coulee since the 1980s, made the
shift to hazelnuts three years ago. The Burkes shared more
about their experiences with hazelnuts as hosts of the

C CCWCd s 20Q@mketiryg.

For the Burkes, growing hazelnuts is a way to diversify their
farm, while also supporting the ecology of the land where
they live.

The treesd deep, perenni al
water infiltration, leading to reduced erosion and runoff.
Birds and other wildlife love their nuts, which are high in
protein, important vitamins, and healthy fats. The nuts are
also delicioudon their own, ground as flour, or pressed as
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Charles and Mary Jo Burke lead the Oct. 1 CCCWC Meeting at their hazelnut orchard in Timber Coulee

oil. But maybe most importantly, raising hazelnuts is collective of Midwest hazelnut farmers working to
something the Burkes love to do together. develop local hazelnut supply chains by aggregating
hazelnuts from small farms around the Upper Midwest

OWe really have fun, 6 Mar gandtumingshem isto prodlusts lke oll, #ourarpast t
to find something that, onuseandtroilgnixesest abl i shed, ou
and grandkids can do. 6

OWe saw this company as
The Burkes are taking up hazelnut cultivation at a the Midwestern landscapdighting climate change on
moment when demand for the nuts is expanding a meaningful scale while building local food systems
rapidly across the globe. But despite the long historyof and i ntroducing the worl

hazel nuts in the Midwest Harel HearhFarms writesop iheirmwebsite.| i e n c
climate extremes, only a small share of nuts on the

market are grown here. Leaders from Hazel Heart Farms attended the Oct. 1
meeting to share more about their grower collective,
As the hazelnut movement takes root in Western and to share samples of their hazelnut products.

Wisconsin, Charles sees high start up costs, like

specialized tree hybrids and harvesting equipment, as a Guests at the October CCCWC meeting also had an
key limiting factor for woulde hazelnut growers. He is  opportunity to learn about the specialized hazelnut
hopeful that expanding awareness of and participation hybrids the Burkes are trialing on their land, and to
in hazelnut growing systems will help make the walk the rows of hazelnuts they planted this season.
cropping practice more accessible.

The Burkes practice alley cropping, a method for
0The whole thought woul d ntegratirg frees/likelnazelruta intgfields wheregthes
people together who are interested in raising hazelnuts, crops are growing. In alley cropped systems, trees are
you have a community, and you can pool your time and planted in rows with enough space between the rows
talent and equi pment, 6 Ch forothersrops ta fjosrish.

For the Burkes and others in the Driftless Area, raising The CCCWC was pleased to sponsor 200 hazelnut
hazelnuts is just as much about cultivating a thriving trees at the Burke farm in 2025, thanks to a grant from
local food system as it is about cultivating trees. The The Nature Conservancy.

Burkes collaborate with Hazel Heart Farms, a
10
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MAINTENANCE MATTERS:
TE si,ss HI ‘ S <. :"R

R

Less than a month after Mike Lindaht laid the fast grass-seeds arouind the’banks ¢
~ hisnewly dug water retention pond last. August, nearly two inches-of rain-fell in a
matter of hours across the Coon Creek Watershed.
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As the rain fell, Mike went about his morning chores,
checking on cows and their calves. All the while, he kej
an eye on his farm pond, and he watched with a sinking
feeling as the freshly seeded waterways feeding into th
pond unraveled, ankhee deemullies opened into the
hillside.

When the storm passed, Mike went outside to inspect
the damage. Most of the grass seed he had planted to
shore up the waterways against this exact situation hac
washed away.

0l't was disheartening. |t
di sheartening to watch al
said. 00Once it starts wa:¢
do until the rain stops.

Mike and his wife Sally graze cattle and grow alfalfa,
corn, and soybeans with theih i | émikea@nd
Hamburg Ridge, in rural Stoddard. The farm has been
in their family for 98 years, with Mike at the helm for the
|l ast 40. During the ti me
experimented with soil conservation techniques
including minimum and no till corn and soybean
planting, cover cropping, and managed grazing.

To help cover the ofteprohibitive costs of adopting
these practices, Mike has looked to the United States
Department of Agricultuslatural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Vernon County
Land and Water Conservation Department for funding
assistanéincluding programs like the ones that helped
him build the retention pond.

The Vernon County Land and Water Conservation
Department cost shared 70 percent of the $14,212 pon
project, using funding it receives from local wastewater
treatment plants to protect water quality. Mike covered
the remaining 30 percent of the cost.

While retention ponds like the one Mike dug are
designed to capture the excess sediment and nutrients
that flowoff of farm fields, they store and slowly release
stormwater runoff as well, which helps reduce flooding
and Omakes running water
wildlifehabitat, angan be a water source for farm

Top to bottom: Guests arrive aénin%yglss Hills for the CCCWCG&s

4% anniversary; the Lindahl family pauses during the celebration :

for a photo; young guests explore the Lindahl&s farm pond.
Mi keds pond is nestled | ¢

supposed to collect water that drains from the land
12
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above along grass waterways. In the pond, water that on top of the costs of throjecthe had just completed.
d o e ifiitdte into the ground should be released

slowly through a drawdown structure. Packed soil Mike was also concerned because he was planning to
stabilized with grass is designed to form an embankméhowcase the project as the host of our 4th Anniversary
around the pond. celebration in Sept. 2025, which was only a few weeks

away. He wanted to make the repairs quickly.
But as is often the case in the Coon Creek Watershed,
heavy rains had other plans, and the waterways drainiMge had heard about tHeindahl® p grojedt, and
into the pond washed out before the stabilizing grassei#ivited them to share it with our broader council
Mike planted had a chance to take root. membership as an illustration of an upland runoff
management intervention that can enhance flood
After the storm, Mike called a few contractors to ask resilience in the Coon Creek Watershed.
about repairs. All the bids he received were at least several
thousand dollars. He figured he could cut costs by doiMyhen Mike explained the situation to our board, they
the project himself, but there would still be the expenseési dndt t hi nk twice before
of buying new seed, putting down stabilizing ground help restore the pond before the September celebration.
netting, and hiring an excavator téenesl the ruttedut But t he board also realiz
waterway ot t o menti on t he tmughdargerprgbltm.l ose getting r ea
for the busy harvest season.
Therearea wide range of state and federal programs tha
By chance, Mi keds cont r afundcandenationyractica adaptiop.dut therg/areas s
open, so he was able to access additional cost share ft&wer programs that also invest in maintaining those

the repairs. But he was still left with unforeseen expengedgtices. Families like thendahlscan be left on the
hook for costly, unexpected repairs, and projects meant

9 .=
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CCCWC members Alan Seelow (pictured) and Rod Jorgenson maintain functioning small dams, water drops, and terracelsycong
the Civilian Conservation Corps during the 1930s on a farm Alan rents from Rod. A new program from the CCCWC aimsthe sup
restoration of these structures across the Coon Creek watershed.
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Amid this urgent context, Nancy worries that the lack of
funding for project maintenance can deter landowners
from adopting the types of land management practices
needed to mitigate flooding in the Coon Creek
Watershed.

e7p -~ Ul ® ®~
sustainable environmental
changes, you have to really
sustain them. This was a gap
Hk si k| ®spskileée

-Nancy Wedwick
CCCWC President

CCCWC board members Ashley Olson and Nancy 0The fact that you dondt
Wedwick on the farm where Ashley grew up in rural i s pro hibitive, 6 Nancy S a
Stoddard. sustainable environmental changeshawe taeally
sustain them. This was a

to enhance flood resilience and soil health in the Coon

Creek Watershed might not work to their full potential Th a tos W hy, at the sa me t
~ . regalrs at the Lmdar}l Farm, we wer(-’t- also developing ou
because they donoét reéergeiy a . maji nte

new Posfj P?o?eé{ Mainfenallta brogram,re/vﬁiéh Wiff dopen
officially in January 2026 Through the program,
applicants will be able to request up to $1,500 to biset
cost of project repairs, thanks to funding from the Rural
Climate Partnership.

these projects might be abandoned altogether.
In the Coon Creek Watershed, this pattern is a tale as
old as the 1930s.

During the 1930s, Coon Creek residents collaborated
with federal, state, and university partners to develop I%ng) ur

management strategies like terracing and contour farmé)ngve |

strategy is to cal
I

: . : can rovide a smal f
in what is now celebrated as the first watershed _ P
. . . . term this is a much larger problem and must be
conservation project in the nation. These strategies )
o : ) g ddressed on the policy ledterough cost share
significantly reversed the flooding and erosion crisis sef I .
ograms that consider | o

motion by intensive settler agriculture.

Back on the Lindahl farm, Mike says his repairs are

But as our president Nancy Wedwick pointed out, the holding up. The grass is taking root, the gullies are gone

decades following this massive federal project in Coon : L .
and water collects in the pond and infiltrates into the
Creek have seen the abandonment or removal of man . . ~ :
: : . . )éround before flowing off thendahl® f i el ds .
of the practices developed during that time, in favor of
larger scale, more intensive agriculture. These changes .
. : OEverything seems to be g
also correspond to a rise in increasingly severe floodsg ai d 31 tés an ondoin th
the Coon Creek Watershed. A 2021 UMadison study ' 9 g
i : : than when we started. 6
found the estimated 13D percent increase in total row
cropping acreage in the Driftless Area between-2006
2017, enabled in part by the removal of conservation
interventions that reduced erosion and promoted
infiltration, has been accompanied by elevated flood
peaks across the region.

Like all ofour cost share programs, the Post Project
Maintenance Program is made possible through
communityand grant suppartn 2026, we will seek to
increase the maximum grant award, as well as the
number of people it might serve. 14
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~®y _Conservation
Farmer of

CCCWTC Vice president Tucker
Gretebeclkand his family were recognized
for their conservation leadership

. . In addition to making the transition to managed
We are thrilled to share that Monroe County recognized grazing, thEretebeckexperiment with a diverse suite

our Vice President Tucké&@retebeckand his wife, Becky . - . .
Gretebeckas its 2025 Conservation Farmers of the YearOf soil health and flood mitigation strategies on their

The annual award, which is in its 50th year, celebrates farm.
Monroe County farmers for outstanding stewardship,
including community involvement and conservation
education. Award recipients are nominated by their peer
andmentors, andelected by a Monroe County
committee.

These measures range from structural interventions,
like the pond they dug last summer to retain runoff and
5rotect water quality; to largeale management shifts,
like adopting agroforestry in the upland pastures where
theydve planted 1,100 tr

If you know theGretebeckamily, you know just how

welkdeserved this recognition is. To spend time with the
or step fot(?t on.thelr farr:;tls Lo be mszlLethy.th(:lr bold Mi cheel . oTucker is infil
conservation vision, and to be moved by theirstrong '~ ¢ o mer and a I andow

community ethic. he can to mitigate cl i ma:

0This is a prime example
rleands,é said Monroe Col

| had a chance to speak with Tucker after news about thg ob said the Conservation Earmer of the Year award

award broke. recognized what he sees asGhetebeck8 pas si o

51 t | et h ot onl putting conservation into practice o&itheirt
0 was a compl et e onor rr91, blt for a chﬁtﬂggf& J:Iiﬁaﬁedresiﬁ’ent fd

feelreally luckyhat | get to farm the way | do. | have management across Monroe County and the Coon

found a way to interact with the world, and | feel like | CaR ok Watershed

have an impact on others in a positive way whether they '

reallze It or not.o 0l f you step back and | o
being stewards of the | al

The Gretebecksaind their two children graze 50 dairy cow. . . ~
and raise horses at All Seasons Farm, near Cashton, inEf%1 tter if ltds preschool

headwaters of the Coon Creek Watershed. In the fall, ths‘yef(:s:iino; g::)gpwg?rzsé;r:iege(:t?nsgufhha?rgreeszta:gg out
also run a pumpkin patch in their valley.

t here. 6
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Back in 2022, | was one of those college students, andFor Tucker, the flood also brought into focus the
theGretebeckS f ar m was one of tulgent néed forsawatgyskeahte approdchtoland i t e
conservation.
in the Coon Creek Watershed. It was June, a month after
their family had undertaken their massive tree plantingd Thi ngs arendt going to
project, in partnership with the Monroe County anything. But farmers do
Conservation Department, The Nature Conservancy, i t f irst, 6 Tucker said.
and the Savana Institute, and with the help of many  could do it in a different way. Not that mine is the only
neighbors and friends. Later, Tucker told the Learning tevay, but it happens to work on my farm. Watching it
Make Running Water Walk Oral Narrative Projectthat gr ow out has got to be th
the shifttosilvopasture ad f el t | i ke a giant o0l eap of
faith. o6 For Tucker, serving at the helm of the Coon Creek
Community Watershed Council and connecting other
While bringing the forest onto his fields may have beenCoon Creek farmers with conservation resources and
an enormous risk, Tucker also saw it as an important examples of ways to farm differently is an extension of
opportunity to diversify his farm and make his land andthe land stewardship ethic that drives his farming
livelihood more resilient to everything from shifting practice. He envisions the council as a supportive
agricultural markets to accelerating climate change. net wor k t hat could make 0
daunting for others.

O 5 ©Q

olf | can make this farm more resilient, there ar
more places to | ean whenoWemgthi n®@ Mmakperd,nh eTuad lo
explained. them out on each ot herds

just need to get our feet on the ground and get
TheGretebeckS approach t o c¢ on s ®ennectedadgamThér ralaionahipseaeythe most
stemmed from their desire to honor those who livedoni mport ant thing to me. 6
the land before them, to do right by those who live
downstream, to produce high quality milk, and to leave When Tucker talks about the diversity of conservation
|l egacy for their childrempraciddoédafbadop8d86s hesof
land conservation took on even more meaningand  of causes he throws his energy behind, he talks about
urgency for their family. the exciting ideas that emerge when neighbors come
together to solve problems, as well as the importance o
The flood devastated tiggretebeck8 v al | ey baveatingphaces to lean when times get Motk often
pumpkin patch and event space, scouring out fields andhan not we at the CCCWC also find ourselves leaning
washing away entire buildings. As they beganthelongon Tucker and hi s labtanimite y ,
recovery process, ti@retebecksoticed they sustained visit on a watershed tour, aitlgourself tent
less damage in places where there were roots in the installation, an idea just far enough out there to work,
ground. or reassurance over a milkimgursturnedofficehours
phone call tgbnadbedoévaeybhi
Their experience in the flood deepened @wetebeckd
commitment to conservation and land management
practices that enhance flood resilience by reducmg runoff
and soil erosion. ‘ i




Watershed Moments 2025

Watershed Literature

OA |l ot of times, we | oo Kkjudtrectralteahnotbgigas.tlf we teok as s prindiple that &
were] this unstoppabl e o weljopuatecourdnpsides gdodnot out of rorhamtic |
think people living on the land viewed it as inevitable, attachment to family farmers, or that sort thing, but just
and it wasndt without t r asmsigndfanequitable sodibign ctlunk we can view

the rise of high tech, low populated farms as a testimon
€ One of the things | hope readers get from my book isto the tendency of expensive technofixeotwentrate

that not all conservation is the same. Conservationisome al t h i n fewer peopl eds
of those words that ever gnoinorenentabconsegvation. be hi nd. | t s
tent concept, but what exactly it seeks to do matters

tremendously. As a starting point, pay attention to how

Reliance on expensive technofixes might solve one power works within ag"cu'tural

problem, but it often creates wholly newproblems. Conser vati on. Any t
Today, a lot of these fixes are promoted astoolsof g b o u't t he pro tecti c

sustainability that are going to help farmers produce . . .
more from less land, with fewer inputs. That might be talkmg about those three blg thlngs that

true, but thatds not t hepeapleiwese paying attention to during the

he rise of didital acricult o New Deal. 1 tods abol
e rise of digital agriculture more recently, where you

have self driving tractors, and all igh tech about the e C 0 r! omy,
equipment that monitors real time field conditions and canactually affordo participated

tells people exactly how much fertilizer and pesticide to

apply per square foot, | hope people see those as not
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Confluence Bright Spots

‘COON CREEK

Nearly 800 guests and over 50
volunteers spent the day connecting
along Coon Creek.

Live music all day, including
headliner Mollie B and Friends.

Over 30 watershed partners on site
to share conservation resources, art
writing, and locally produced goods.

'_ 'WAIR SOILS OF LA CROSSE COUNTY

TREAT THEN WK CUE

The Coon Creek Confluence is our annual watershed e R

celebrationThe free day long, creeide event brings lU,[,l !l/
together our community, watershed partners, and visitors .

to learn about conservation resources and ongoing effor ‘ : ““" .

to protect the Coon Creek Watershed.

We partnered with the Westby Rod and Gun Club to

host the 2025 Confluence along Timber Coulee Creek.
The day was filled with music, dancing, local food, creek.
exploration, and lots of learning.

This year, support from the Wisconsin Department of
Tourism allowed us to promote the event across the
region, bringing watershed literacy to a wider audience.




Watershed Moments 2025

Drlﬁ:less EXChange 0These physical intervent
picture, 6 said Sydney Wid
Textadaptedrom the lowa Flood Center 0They need to work in tan

the lowa Flood Center's sophisticated network of flood
gauges that alert residents when floods happen,
programs that address systemic barriers to changes in
land management practices, and proactive local policies
that prioritize flood res

In June 2025, the CCCWC led a group of passionate
watershed conservationists, engineers, farmers, and
community members to Postville, lowa, where we
connected with experts from the Iollaod Center,
Northeast lowa Resource Conservation &
Development, and Trout Unlimited to learn about
innovative watershed management strategies. The
group toured several sites in Postville, West Unic
Elgin, and surrounding areas.

The group learned how cover crops and relay croj
protect the soil, ensuring that topsoil is not blown ¢
the field while also promoting better water infiltratic
and | ess runoff . T hoéthel
arthydrostatiordeployed on the farm helps to monit
hydrologic conditions and understand the potential
flood reduction benefits of such practices to explore
how it can be scaled up and more easily adopted in
other areas.

Two orvoad structure (ORS) stops gave the group
chance to compare different designs and scales of these
projects. Unlike traditional culverts, ORS help to
temporarily hold back water instead of quickly pushing T g ARTT
it downstream. | S AR Gl

n-road ctructures useoF
roads to slow the flow

flood watev

Stream habitat
on the Yellow River

project
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~ i~ 6® y| ~np -~ zs Kk
bout it and protect it. Watershed awareness is
s{8§~2®"| ® «®kS§ ®~p"r?i « «®I

--Ross Evelsizer
RC&D natural resources project director.

participants in the Driftless

ring the Canter’s
posting barn

Then, in Sept.2025, collaborators from laowairnedthe visitand
joined the CCCWC to celebrate theft dnniversary, learn about the
history of watershed conservation in Coon Creek, tour a first of its
flood control decommissioning project, and see the prodieder
watershed conservation model in action. The exchange was madeg
possible by the Wisconsin Idea Collaboration Grant and the Rural
Climate Partnership.

A flood control dap,

» o
comwusszommg Project




